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CAPTAIN CHARLES SMITH: 
A MASTER OF ENTERPRISE 
(Delivered by the President, Commander Norman S. Pisley, 
at a meeting of the Society on 28 June 1973) 
One of the most colourful stories of success in shipping 
and trading to come out of Sydney in the 19th century was 
that of Captain Charles Smith. His story has a Queensland 
association because one of his daughters, Winifred May 
married Leslie WUson, a handsome young A.D.C. to the 
Governor of New South Wales, in 1909; and the same young 
officer, as Sir Leslie Wilson, was an eminently successful 
Governor of Queensland from 1932 to 1946. Sir Leslie died 
in England in 1955 as the result of a road accident. 
Charles Smith was bom in Scotland and came to New 
South Wales in 1836. He developed an interest in the 
whaling industry, and we take up his story at the point where 
he was master of the barque Woodlark (245 tons), a 
colonial whaler, between 1843 and 1850. 
The following Ust of Woodlark's departures and arrivals at 
the port of Sydney indicate the spirit with which he con-
ducted his business: 
Sailed 24 September 1843 on what appears to have been 
his first voyage. Returned 28 Febmary 1845 with 1100 
barrels of sperm oil. The captain was her agent. 
SaUed again soon afterwards and returned 18 November 
1845. Agent, Captain Fotheringham. 
Sailed 14 December 1845, returned 29 January 1847 
bringing sperm and black oU. Agent, A. Fotheringham. 
SaUed 16 AprU 1847 and returned to port 3 November to 
recruk, with 350 barrels of sperm oU. Resumed voyage 16 
November, and returned 16 September 1848 with 400 
barrels more. 
Next voyage concluded 20 June 1849. 
On 12 December 1849 Woodlark (Captain Charles 
Smith) again arrived from a whaling voyage with sperm oU. 
Agent, Fotheringham. Listed as passengers were Mrs. Smith 
and chUd and servant. 
Next arrival, 26 November 1850 wkh 700 barrels of 
sperm oU, 40 barrels of coconut oU, one hundredweight 
tortoisesheU obtained at the islands. On the Equator she had 
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spoken various ships. The inclusion of coconut oil and 
tortoisesheU suggests Smith had met and begun business 
associations with Randell and Fakclough. 
He seems to have made only one further voyage as master, 
in the Chieftain {11 tons), which left Pitts Island on 11 De-
cember 1851 and arrived at Sydney 10 January 1852 with 
coconut oil and sundries. Agent, Flower, Salting and Co. 
The Chieftain sailed thereafter with other masters and 
Smith became agent for that and other ships arriving from 
the Gilberts. He made a later voyage as a passenger, as he 
is listed on the brig Phantom arriving Sydney 15 October 
1854. 
MeanwhUe Flower and Salting had been agents for the 
Randell, Fairclough ships. One of the partners in Flower, 
Salting and Co. was Alexander McDonald, and by 1863 
Smith was in partnership with McDonald as McDonald, 
Smith and Co. 
Flower, Salting and Co. (PhUip W. Hower, S. C. Salting, 
Alex Hawthorne McDonald) was stUl in existence in 1858-
59 as merchants at 31 Hunter Street, Sydney. McDonald 
lived at Adelaide Cottage, 83 Macleay Street. 
ACQUIRES A WHARF 
In the early fifties Smith had established Smith's Wharf, 
Bettington Street, Miller's Pokit. By 1867 his private 
address was "Rosebank", 199 WiUiam Street, Sydney, and 
by 1876 k was "Goderich", 17 Upper WUUam Street North. 
From 1890 Smith's business address is given untU 1897 
as proprietor Smith's Wharf, 12-14 O'Connel Street, wharf 
Moore's Road. His private address was stiU "Goderich", 
but the street and number became 17 Bayswater Road, 
which, as those famUiar with Sydney well know, is in the 
heart of the city's King's Cross. 
"Goderich Lodge" stood where Hampton Court later was 
built. Sheriff McQuoid had buiU k. After his death in 1841 
Dr. Broughton became a tenant. Frederick Tooth lived there 
in the fifties. He sold to Captain Charles Smith, and the 
house remained in possession of the Smith family untU the 
subdivision of the estate. 
Captain Smith died at "Goderich" on 27 June 1897, in his 
81st year. He was buried at Rookwood on 29 June. The 
services at his home and at the family vault in the Presby-
terian cemetery were conducted by the Rev. John Ferguson 
of St. Stephen's Church. The mourners included many very 
well known representative people. Among them was the 
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Very Rev. Dr. O'Haran, secretary to Cardinal Moran, which 
suggests that the Captain's friendships were not limited. 
A biographical notice appearing in the Sydney Morning 
Herald of 29 June 1897 gave other details of the Captain's 
life. 
He was born at Kirriemuir, on the Airlie Estate in For-
farshire, Scotland. In his early days he went to sea and 
traded in the Baltic. Afterwards he went to the West Indies. 
In Sydney he had a number of joint ventures with John 
Henry Challis, among others being the purchase of the 
Grafton Wharf, which they greatly improved. For a long 
time he was a member of the old (Sydney) PUot Board, 
which preceded the Marine Board. At the death of his 
partner Mr. Alexander McDonald in 1888 he retired from 
active business. 
He was chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, founder 
and chairman of the Australian General Assurance Com-
pany, a trustee of the Government Savings Bank, Barrack 
Street, and in his late years a director of the Bank of New 
South Wales. 
He was twice married, and left three sons and two 
daughters. 
Charles Smith's estate was sworn at under £494,468. In 
his will he referred to his city residence "Goderich" and 
country residence, "Logic". The Sydney Evening News re-
ported at the time of his death that his property included, 
besides what he owned in New South Wales^ stations in New 
Zealand, Western Australia and Victoria. 
